288	MEMOIRS  OF BACHEL.
her to be with her while she was in town, and when she left
settled upon her a sum which, in that country, was amply
sufficient to mate her comfortable for her life.
Another instance of the respect exacted by the parents even
of this daughter, of whom, at the same time, they were the
most obsequious flatterers, we will give in the words of the
narrator, Mademoiselle AveueL
" "We were at this epoch in Berlin, and Mademoiselle Ra-
chel, wishing to present some souvenir of her gratitude to the
Princess Charlotte of Prussia, concluded that the most appro-
priate thing, as well as the most likely "to please the august
lady who honored her with her patronage, was a very magnifi-
cent copy oj^Emilie Augier's 'Diane,' a unique copy pre-
sented to Rachel by the author, and containing on the fly-
leaf some complimentary stanzas to herself. A note was to
accompany this envoi, and to assist in inditing with due brev-
ity and respect the important epistle, I was called into coun-
cil. While thus engaged, Mademoiselle Rachel, requiring the
services of a servant, requested her mother to ring the bell.
The old lady arose for that purpose, but not as quickly as
the impatient daughter thought necessary, and the latter re-
iterated rather peremptorily, ' Mais sonnez donc^ ma mere.'
The old lady stopped short, and, altering her course toward
the door, leTt the room, saying, with the offended dignity of a
duchess, 'Sonnez vous m£rae, ma fille.' Rachel made no
reply, but when the note was dispatched, hastened to her
mother's room to apologize, and entreat her forgiveness of
her imperious behavior."
This was certainly a strange family. Whenever any thing
occurred to interrupt the harmony between the sisters, they
would give way to the most furious and uncontrolled passion,
whjch they vented in eveiy bitter and fierce expression that
came uppermost. The only one who always preserved a cer-
tain dignity, even in her most angry moods, was Rachel; the
moat violent and inconsiderate was Sarah. When any dis-
jfttte between. Rachel and the other members of the family
oeears, it is finally made up by the gift of some trinket—
er and eoncordjigtust tfe repurchased by the richer
'' ' '

